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EXCLUSIVE

WB Countries Not

Ready to Join EU

INTERVIEW Jean-Dominique Giuliani,
President of the Robert Schuman
Foundation speaks about EU enlarge-
ment, Balkans, Brexit, Russia...

see on page 8 —

4 W PM Praises OSHEE Work

: OSHEE employees have done
. the utmost to keepin service the
. power supply lines, Premier said.
see on page 4

TAP Cmplétes First Phase of Access Roads

The precise figure of TAP investment in Albania
over this year has not been announced yet, but it
is projected to reach over EUR 1 billion overall.

see on page 5

- Unsolved Murder Cases Reopened
Cako declared that the police offi-
cers are working with Prosecution
of Durres to reopen murder cases.

sSee on page 2

Ex-Mayor Xhelili Jailed for Sexual Harassment

Shukri Xhelili has been sentenced to two
years and eight months in jail, and banned from
exercising public functions for five years.

see on page 2
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HARADINAJ’S PHONE CALL WITH SPEAKER META

Released but Not Freed

Price: 300 Lek, 2 EURO

The French appeals court ruling: Ramush Haradinaj must stay
in France. What did he tell the court. Tirana leaders “relieved
but not happy”; the reactions of Meta, Rama and Basha
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see on page 10

Pangalos Or

His Greek
Double?!

BY PETRIT KASEMI

Nishant-Bushati Respond to Poposk:

President Nishani and Foreign Minister Bushati underlined
that Albania only takes care for Albanians regardless of their
country of residence, as defined in the Constitution

When I read about
the Greek press re-
actions addressed to
Theodoros Pangalos,
I was surprised and
I was wondering if
Pangalos’ opinions
towards Albania and
its current Prime
Minister Edi Rama
are published by
Greek and Albanian
press? Is Pangalos
real or is there his
Greek double who
was prejudging the
Albanian-Greek re-
lations or Rama’s
blunt statements on
Greece? As a former
diplomat, I covered
the Albanian-Greek
relations during 1993-
1996; I had the chance
and pleasure to meet
this Greek citizen of
Arvanite origin.

Albanian Economy Up by 3.08% n (3, 2016

According to INSTAT, trade, tourism, transport and services
provided the largest contribution to the Gross Domestic Prod-
uct growth in the third quarter of 2016

———— > see onpage 13 o
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Western Balkan Countries Aren’t Ready to Join EU

The European Commission has underlined on several occasions
that Western Balkan countries are able to integrate in the EU.
Nevertheless, the current EC President, Jean-Claude Junck-

er, has made it clear that there will be no further enlargement
during his mandate because they have to be ready. Right now,
it is not the case. They are welcome but some progress has to be
made before. No country will be privileged

President- elect Donald

Trump to diminish the
US role regarding the col-
lective defence of Europe
the main European players
should strengthen their co-
operation in defence matters
and France, the United King-
dom and Germany could
conclude agreements to ini-
tiate a European integration
in defence, Jean- Dominique
Giuliani, President of the
Robert Schuman Founda-
tion, has said.

In an exclusive interview
with Albanian Daily News,
Mr. Giuliani said that the
Brexit has had the merit of
making European leaders
fully aware of the fact that
European integration cannot
be considered as an acquis.
Further on he pointed out
that there is not right to
have an influence sphere for
Russia within the ETU, but,
however, according to him,
“we need to improve a dia-
logue with a Russia Russia
if it respects the will of the
people and the independence
of its neighbors.”

Mr. Giuliani is of the opin-
ion that Turkey seems to
move away from the Europe-
an values and practices. “And
when I say “Turkey”, I do not
point the Turkish people but
the Turkish government. It
is a pity. But I do not think
this could be changed in a
reasonable period of time.
Therefore, it is essential to
keep on with having a stra-
tegic dialogue with this coun-
try,” said Robert Schuman
Foundation’s President.

Speaking of Western Bal-
kan countries’ drive to join
EU, Mr. Giuliani said the
current EC President, Jean-
Claude Juncker, had made it
clear that there would be no

In face of the threats of
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BY GENC MLLOJA

further enlargement during
his mandate because those
countries had to be ready.
“Right now, it is not the case.
They are welcome but some
progress has to be made be-
fore,” Mr. Giuliani said in the
following interview insisting
that no country in that region
would be privileged:

- Mr. Giuliani I have read
your article entitled “Eu-
rope’s necessary strategic
autonomy”, which was also
published recently by Al-
banian Daily News, and it
seems to me that you have
sounded the alarm bell with
regards to the cohesion of the
European Union. Which are
some of your concerns in this
respect?

- Over the last decade,
there has been a rise in ex-
tremism and populism. This
phenomenon has thriven on
the profound changes that
our European societies are
undergoing with globaliza-
tion, technological develop-
ments and mass information,
but also on the inability of
politicians to propose ef-
fective solutions. The main
concern is the nationalist
withdrawal reflected in this
extreme trend which is the
opposite of the European
project, which is based on
cooperation and solidarity.
This withdrawal weakens
the cohesion of the European

Black

Union and engenders other
risks, rooted on European
memories. Those risks chan-
nel a possible opposition
among European people,
which could lead to a growing
insecurity within the conti-
nent, whereas the European
construction aimed at estab-
lishing peace and security.
The EU’s credibility on the
international stage is also at
stake as, despite significant
progress, it is still struggling
to speak unanimously.
However, unlike a common
preconception, the EU does
not need to be re-founded (I
believe the foundations are
stable). Genuine voluntary
policies will go through a

as you say, domestic agen-
das seem to have gained the
upper hand over all other
considerations?

- The Brexit has had the
merit of making European
leaders fully aware of the
fact that European integra-
tion cannot be considered
as an acquis. The European
agenda was heavily impacted
by the first European Coun-
cils at 27 (not 28) and by
several declarations of pre-
eminent leaders claiming to
take advantage of Brexit to
strengthen integration and
cooperation, mainly in the
field of security and defense.

Nobody is able to say how
the Brexit will unfold, what
the consequences

" Europe must be firm
on this principle: there
is not right to have an
influence sphere for
Russia within the EU. i.

will be. I am quite
sure unfortunately
that it will impover-
ish the British econ-
omy. But at the same
time we discovered
that other member
states and people
are really willing to
stay within the EU.

better involvement of Mem-
ber States. The priority is to
resolve the migration crisis
because it is the main factor
ofthe increasing of populism.

- How has the Brexit in-
fluenced the current state
of things in the EU where,

D

2017 will be
marked by many
electoral deadlines that will
complicate new European
initiative when European
countries have to send a
strong political message by
intensifying their coopera-
tion on several issues.

- Do you think that there

will be a different position
of the United States under
the new President, Donald
Trump towards Europe?
How are the main EU actors
behaving?

- Donald Trump should im-
plement isolationist and pro-
tective policies. He threat-
ened to diminish the role of
the US regarding the collec-
tive defence of Europe.

This turning point should
be an opportunity for the
main European players to
strengthen their cooperation
in defence matters. France,
the United Kingdom and
Germany could conclude
agreements to initiate a Eu-
ropean integration in defence
which requires first and fore-
most an increase in defence
budgets. These states must
initiate new policies and proj-
ects by incorporating other
European states on a volun-
tary basis. It is clear that in
the security field, there must
be a strong involvement of
some leading states and
effective cooperation in de-
fence matters.

- How real, according to
you, is the concern of some
European countries, espe-
cially of those neighbour-
ing Russia, about a military
threat by the latter?

- Europe must be firm on
this principle: there is not
right to have an influence
sphere for Russia within the
EU. The soviet history, which
has been a terrible period for
SO0 many people and coun-
tries in Europe, cannot be
forgotten. But at the same
time, we need to improve a
dialogue with a Russia if it
respects the will of the peo-
ple and the independence of
its neighbours, because we
have a common interest in
stabilizing the continent on
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a peaceful way.

- You hold that the Atlantic
alliance is a necessary, useful
community of values, but this
does not dispense its Europe-
an members from assuming
their own responsibilities.
Do you think that NATO does
not play anymore the role it
used to play in the past with
regards to its member coun-
tries? Are there signs that
some countries are disillu-
sioned by the Alliance? For
example, Turkey.

- NATO is very useful to
implement common work
on the military issues and
procedure. But it has to be
managed first by European
countries which accept to
spend more for their security.

I do believe that the Eu-
ropeans are disillusioned by
Turkey! And NATO too. Tur-
key seems to move away from
the European values and
practices. And when I say
“Turkey”, I do not point the
Turkish people but the Turk-
ish government. It is a pity.
But I do not think this could
be changed in a reasonable
period of time. Therefore, it
is essential to keep on with
having a strategic dialogue
with this country.

- Do you think that the
latest enlargement of the
EU has not been ‘healthy’ to
the block, and in addition do
you think that new aspirant

countries like those of the
Western Balkans, including
Albania, have fewer acces-
sion opportunities in the
light of what you said above?
And secondly, how come that
Serbia, a staunch ally of Rus-
sia, seems to be treated more
amicably than other aspirant
countries which see with-
out reservations Brussels as
their final destination?

- The European Commis-
sion underlined on several
occasions that Western Bal-
kan countries are able to in-
tegrate in the EU. Neverthe-
less, the current President of
the European Commission,
Jean-Claude Juncker, made
clear that there will be no
further enlargement during
his mandate because they
have to be ready. Right now,
it is not the case. They are

welcome but some progress
has to be made before. No
country will be privileged.
Every Balkan country is wel-
come if it accepts the Euro-
pean political spirit and the
EU rules.

- Mr. Giuliani do you think
that the creation of asso-
ciations like the Visegrad
Group seem to be like a kind
of ‘shield’ of its four member
countries to unite in face of
the apparent decline of sol-
idarity among the Member
States of EU?

- The Visegrad group op-
posed some important Eu-
ropean countries as well as
European institutions during
the migratory crisis. That’s
bad news, because their de-
mographic situation is very
worrying. Instead of export-
ing people, they have to fix

on their territories people
necessary to prosper their
countries. More generally I
am definitely against every
“micro-club” within the EU
that it weakens. If this kind
of association is used to make
some particular “lobbying”
against common policies,
it weakens the European
solidarity and cooperation
between the member States
as a whole.

- How much seriously
should your warning be tak-
en when you say that if there
is no real shared belief that
Europe must think of itself
as an independent power that
stands as one, then no one
should be surprised if some
Member States like France
act alone or alongside a few
others?

- The EU and its member

states must consider them-
selves as an independent
power for several reasons.
Firstly, the EU is essential to
the survival of nation-states
in a globalized world where
small European nation-states
will progressively be eco-
nomically and politically
overcome by “continental
States”. If these states wish
to weigh on the international
order, they must realize that
they should improve EU’s
strategic autonomy for this
last to become a global polit-
ical and military power.

Secondly, due to the Amer-
ican uncertainty about NATO
and the numerous threats to
Europe, it is only by becom-
ing areal autonomous power
that the EU can carry on with
its construction.

Europe has actually all
the tools to become an inde-
pendent power (the United
Kingdom and France have
nuclear power and powerful
military armed forces; the EU
isthe world’s leading econom-
ic power; through a better
cooperation, its diplomatic
network has the capacity to
become one of the most effec-
tive and efficient in the world).
Therefore, European govern-
ments must realize that the
solutions to their problems
can only be achieved through
a united, independent and
cooperative Europe. [ |
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